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The SNIM’s finest

It was a grandiose final in Marseilles to round offthe SNIM (International Nautical Mediterranean Week),
where a series of races were launched in the nortlreharbour shortly before 1300 hours, in a steady @-25
knots of NW’ly wind and a big swell after two daysof Mistral. And when the Mistral comes into play, he
spectacle is well worth a look: surfing, broachesotwindward and leeward and full-on heeling... Amidsa
series of freestyling and compulsory figures, whickwent some way to upsetting the outright ranking, hie
boats performed in their final rounds today, to thegreat delight of spectators and participants alikeWith a
backdrop of wind and sunshine throughout the eventthe highly motivated crews fought tooth and nailm this
the 45" running of the Semaine Nautique Internationale déViéditerranée.

A technicolour final

“Marking out a course was difficult but the racingsaable to take place thanks to the persistentieeoface
committee”highlighted the President of the Société Nauti@ernard Amiel. And their efforts were justly
rewarded. With Marseilles’ famous landmark, the BoMere, watching over them, the sailors fouglh likns.
“Everyone did their own little acrobatics numberagti confirmed Marc Emig, who was competing in hig'10
SNIM aboard a Swan 42It's good to be able to sail in breezy conditioitfyrings back some great memories!”
confided the local skipper, who was sailing witbraw of amateurs oAxelle S

It has to be said that the tough conditions havgeft the SNIM'’s reputation over the years, to tktergt that today
it has become a real trademark of the competition.

The winners... and the others

AboardNikimar, the final day of the SNIM proved particularly égnating. Christophe Picard’s boat dominated the
entire race, even racking up a few runs makingrgfikof boat speed. Some clean manceuvres, a &pakw and

a knife-edge finish under spinnaker: the Farr %&sed the line with a lead of more than 10 minates her
pursuers. It came as no surprise then that Nikiowik victory in class 1 of the SNIM. Her helmsm&ébastien
Josse, who hadn't sailed in Marseilles for sevgeals, relished the experienc&heé landscape is stunning. It's one
of the most beautiful race zones in the world. Addethat, there is a different way of sailing beén the southern
and the northern harbour course. It's very interegt .

AboardGlen Ellen V le Marseillaisthe atmosphere was a little less festive. Thal fiace proved fatal for the A 40
RC skippered by Dominique Tian, who ended up imsd@lace (in extremis) in IRC 2. Taking first pdavas her
sistershiploujou Extra 2which had been delivered to the Mediterranean fRamic in Brittany over the winter to
race this circuit. Still, the owner @len Ellen V le Marseillaisvouldn’t miss an SNIM for the world after
competing in 35 runnings thus fat've a lot of memories filled with beating into thestral at night, and flat-out
runs under spinnaker with broaches to windward ksdvard. | competed in my first SNIM 15 years agd the
boats were more physical beforedmmented Dominique Tian.

Finally, in class 3, the final race of the day atbanged the tone. The A Btectoron which Kito de Pavant was
sailing, had first place snatched from under heatgther A 35Alhena3.

On the southern round however, the jury opted mtgttcompetitors race today for safety reasove Stayed in
position for more than an hour and the sea reattgdn to build. We got hit by gusts of over 30 Knetglained
Dominique Bérenger, the President of the Race Cdtmenior IRC South, who had nevertheless managed to
validate six races since the start of the SNIMcI&ss 4, it was the Sun Fast 328ddictionwho won the Semaine
Nautique Internationale de Méditerranée aheadeoftB1Mimosails Meantime, in IRC 5, the Half Tonner
Général Tapiocavas the first to finish. This legendary boat hasrbskippered for over 30 years by the Belgian,
Philippe Pilate. A seasoned sailor, he doesn't atamything when it comes down to racing: he naadsturn trip
between Nieuwpoort and Marseilles, towing his 9éirmboat on a trailer in search ofdose of sunshine after a
very harsh winter in Brussels”.

For a lot of crews the SNIM marks the end of thated and the weather really threw everything atcthpetitors.
With S’ly wind, E’ly wind and then a steady, folled by a powerful Mistral, there really was somegHior
everyone. That's what the SNIM is all about: blue, white amithd” resumed the President of the Société Nautique,
Bernard Amiel.

One of the most striking new elements to thi& &5lIM was the participation of the Class40s. Desibfor
offshore racing, these boats sailed to Porqueralielsback overnightlt'was a way of rekindling the legendary
tradition of night races”explains Bernard Amiel.Our aim was to see a fleet of Class40s sailing sstbe
Mediterranean with Italians and SpaniardeXplains Thierry Bouchard. The skipperistral Loisirs also heads
the Class40 sports committee: &ke keen to get together with the Société Nauttquerganise a return
transatlantic race, following on from the RouteRloum, with a finish in Marseilles just before thdiig 2011".



And Bernard Amiel continueswee’re in the starting blocks and very keen for ithedia impact of the SNIM to put
the spotlight on the city of Marseilles”
The SNIM is also...

130 milescovered between Marseilles and Porquerolles b tass40s.

150boats,1,500crew.

The dates of the next SNIM: frog®"™ to 25" April 2011.

Betweenb and 7 racegun in each boat category.

A surge of solidarity which must continue: the Société Nautique is egllipon donations to get the CNPA sailing
club (Nautical Open-Air Club) on lle de Ré, nearRachelle, back on its feet after it was struckdhay the

Xynthia storm in February 2010. Visitww.lanautique.com

80 volunteerswho've been involved in the organisation of thergve

Writing: Delphine Nougairéde

Results

Class40 Group 5 races (4 retained)
1/ Mistral Loisirs-P6le Santé Elior

2/ EDF Energie nouvelles/ Vestas

3/ Great Circle

4/ Cecileenmer

DAY BOAT Group : 5 races (4 retained)
1/ Jasmin

2/ Rollmop's

3/ Pablo

FIRST 31.7 Group: 6 races (5 retained)
1/ Sagai

2/ Firsty 11

3/ Mintaka-SNCM

Sélection Group 6 races (5 retained)
1/ Sarbacane

2/ 2J Impression

3/ Le Petit Prince

CLASS 2 Group: 7 races (6 retained)
1/ Nikimar

2/ Lady First

3/ Maluba

CLASS 2 Group: 7 races (6 retained)
1/ Joujou Extra 2

2/ Glen Ellen V le Marseillais

3/ J Lance IV

CLASS 3 Group: 7 races (6 retained)
1/ Alhena 3

2/ Hector

3/ Tchin Tchin

CLASS 4 Group: 6 races (5 retained)
1/ Addiction

2/ Mimosails

3/ Aida

CLASS 5Group: 6 races (5 retained)
1/ General Tapioca

2/ Ville de Toulon-C.N.M.T

3/ Jin Tonic
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